
 

November 2009 

Scheduled Closings 
Wednesday, November11th 
Veterans Day – L ibrary closed 

Thanksgiving Holiday Hours 
Wed Nov 25th– Close at 5:00 p.m. 
Thu Nov 26th– CLOSED all day 
Fr i Nov 27th– Open at 1:00 p.m. 

November  L ibrary Programs 
Monday Movie Matinees 
Join us at 1:30 p.m. on Mondays to see movies on our big 
screen. This month’s theme is dance. 

November Movies 

02 — Story of Vernon & Irene Castle 
09 — Shall We Dance? 
16 — Billy Elliot 
23 — Take the Lead 
30 — Strictly Ballroom  

Drum Circle 
Thursday, November  19th at 7:00 p.m. 

No experience necessary! Health educator 
Mary Ellen Jenison will be leading the 

circle. Please join us to find out how 
drumming can relieve stress and 

promote general health and well-being. 
Bring your friends– bring your drum! 

Book Discussion Group 
 

Next Meeting is on 
Tuesday, November 17th at 1:30 pm. 
The selection is 
1000 White Women by Jim Fergus. 

For more information on any of these programs, please 
call the library or  visit our  web site. 

The Jesse M. Smith Memorial Library 
Cornerstone of the Community for over 100 years. 

Jesse M. Smith Memor ial L ibrary 

Food for  Fines Amnesty Days 

November  2 – 14, 2009 
I t's time to br ing back those long overdue items! 

During the amnesty, patrons can "pay" 
overdue fines with food. The library will 
waive the fine on each overdue item that 
is returned accompanied by a non-
per ishable, undamaged, unopened, 
unexpired food item which can be 
passed on as a donation to local food 
banks. 

To qualify for  this amnesty, the overdue items MUST be 
returned to JMS library November 2 - 14, the items being 
returned MUST be brought INTO the library in person, and 
the items returned MUST still be in good circulating 
condition, undamaged. 

Please Note: This amnesty DOES NOT APPLY to any late fees, 
fines, damage charges or lost item charges already on your card prior 
to the amnesty. 

� ��� ��� �

Fr iends Corner  
News of the Friends of the Jesse Smith Library 

Next Fr iends Meeting— 
Wednesday, November 4th at 7:00 p.m. 

��� ��� �

November is a busy month for the Friends of the JMS 
Library. Be sure to stop in and check out the Holiday Silent 
Auction and the Book Sales. You’ ll be glad you did! 
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Coming in December  
“ Holiday Wreath Making”  
Thursday, December  3rd at 6:30 p.m. 

Get ready to decorate for the holidays. URI 
Master Gardener Lee Menard will teach 
you all you need to know about making 
wreaths, garlands, and table centerpieces 
from natural materials. 

“ Holiday Plant Care”  
Tuesday, December  8th at 6:30 p.m. 

URI Master Gardener Lee Menard will give 
you the know-how you need to care for your 
holiday plants and keep them blooming 
throughout the holiday season. 

For more information on any of these programs, please 
call the library or  visit our  web site. 

Monthly L ibrary Statistics 
September  2009 

Hours Open.................................................218.5 
Library Visitors...........................................6,438 
....................................... 29.5 people / hour open 
New Patrons Registered...................................86 
Items Checked Out .....................................7,373 
Inter-Library Loans.....................................1,996 
Public Computer Sessions..........................1,170 
Overdrive Downloads......................................44 
Museum Passes Used.......................................11 

� ��� ��� �

Teen Wii Club 
Young adults ages 12 and up are invited to join us every 
other Wednesday afternoon between 2:30 p.m. and 4 p.m. to 
play Wii in the Community Room on the library’s big 
screen. 

Get together with your friends and have some fun! While 
you wait your turn to play Wii, you can visit with your 
friends and play other board games and enjoy some 
refreshments. 

Wii Teens meet on November 4th and 18th. 

Hunting for  Specific Information? 
You aren’ t the only one. Your 
library can help— just ask! 
We’re glad to help new users find their 
way around the library— or the Internet, 
or any of the programs and databases 
installed on our many public computers. 

And if we can’ t find the answer ourselves, we can usually 
locate someone who will. JUST ASK! Our Reference Staff 
is here to help you. 

There are lots of tips and tricks to help you find information 
on your own. Here are two: 

o To find all the books that are checked in on a particular 
subject, don’ t forget to also look in the New Books 
section and on the Oversize collection shelves. The 
latter includes many beautiful coffee table books that 
are fun to browse at your leisure, on your sofa or ours. 

o To quickly zero in on information on a web page, use a 
key word search on the page. Press the Ctrl key at the 
same time as the letter F, and window will appear 
somewhere on the screen (lower left or upper right) 
which will allow you to enter a word, a partial word, or 
a phrase that you’ re seeking. 

For instance, if you are on the Online Resources page of 
the www.jmslibrary.org website and would like to find 
the links for free study guides and practice tests for 
work or school, type the word test in the search box and 
hit the Enter key. Each time you hit Enter, the next 
occurrence of that word will be highlighted. (Note: Ctrl-
F will also help you find the Online Resources link �  ) 

— The Reference Staff 

� ��� ��� �

Circulating Passes 
Our newest circulating pass is to the 
Worcester Art Museum. It admits 4 
adults free! (Children 17 and under 
are always admitted free.) Check it 
out today! 
 

                
Passes offer free or reduced admissions to the Providence 
Children’s Museum, Higgins Armory Museum, Mystic 
Seaport, and Roger Williams Park Zoo. Please call us if you 
have questions about any of our circulating passes. 

� ��� ��� �
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Chess Tuesdays�

Our Chess group meets every Tuesday from 1:00 p.m. to 
4:00 p.m. in the Library’s Conference Room. 

If you already play, or if you would like 
to learn to play the game of kings, 
please come on by— and bring your 
friends. We have chess sets available or 
you can bring your own set. 

Adult Wr iting Group 
This writing group for adults was organized 
to provide a supportive atmosphere where 
participants can share ideas and experiences 
as they pursue their development of the 
craft of writing.  

Meetings are scheduled for  November  4th and 18th. 

The group meets in the library’s Conference Room at 6:30 
p.m. If you have an interest in writing, you are very 
welcome to join the group. Please come to the meetings. 

Young Adult Wr iting Group 
The program, led by Mary Ruth 
Duquette, is designed to provide a 
supportive atmosphere in which 
participants can develop and explore all 
aspects of the art of writing. 

This group is open to everyone of middle and high school 
age who has an interest in writing. 

Please call the library for  meeting date information. 

Knitting Group  
Drop in any Thursday and have some fun. 
Knitters ages 10 to 100 are welcome to 
join us, whatever their skill level. There is 
an instructor available to assist, and we 
have yarn if you need it. 

Join us on Thursdays from 6:00 to 7:00 
p.m. We meet upstairs in the 
Children's Room. 

On Display – 
Have you got something to display? 
The Library welcomes exhibits and displays. If you have an 
interesting and display-worthy collection, craft, hobby, etc., 
which you would like to share with other patrons, and 
which will fit into the limited depth of our secure display 
cases, please let us know about it. 

Making the L ibrary’s CD and 
DVD Collections Last 
About CD and DVD Media 

CDs and DVDs are more fragile than you 
might think. A crack, chip, or scratches on 
either side can render them unplayable. So 
can bending or exposure to sunlight, heat, 
or cold. 

Scratches on the label side of CDs can 
easily cause damage as the reflective 

metal and data layers are close to the surface of the label. 
This kind of damage cannot be repaired. DVDs are less 
susceptible to data loss from label-side scratches; 
however—. 

DVDs are more fragile than CDs or CD-ROMs in that a 
scratch that might not degrade a CD or CD-ROM is more apt 
to damage the content on a DVD. This is because DVD data is 
nanometer technology; that means the size of the data bits is 
extremely small compared to a CD, leaving little margin for 
error. 

In addition, many DVDs have two shiny sides, with data 
sandwiched in the middle. This brings the data closer to the 
surface on both sides of the disc. When the protective 
polycarbonate surface is dirty or scratched, the laser has 
difficulty recovering the data, and symptoms like pops, hisses, 
and missing or scrambled data result. 

Handling of CD and DVD Media 
Library CDs and DVDs are loaned for our patrons to enjoy. 
If treated with care, CDs and DVDs can have a long 
circulation life. 

• Please keep discs out of direct sunlight, and away from 
heat, such as radiators and hot cars. 

• Please do not bend or twist the discs. When removing 
discs from cases, push on the center button to reduce the 
amount of force necessary for removal. 

• Please take care not to scratch the discs. 

• Please handle using only edges and center hole. And 
please do not handle the discs with dirty or greasy fingers. 

• If the disc is dirty, please return it to the library for 
cleaning. Do not try to clean it yourself as this may cause 
more damage. 

• Keep the DVD in the case when you’ re not watching it so 
the case won’ t be brought back to the library without the 
disc. 

• Teach your family the right way to handle discs. 

• Let us know if there’s a problem with a disc, so we can 
fix it for you— and for the next person who wants to 
borrow it, too. 
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